Chiseled in oak above the main desk of the library of Carleton College are the following words: "The history of the human race is a continuous struggle from darkness toward light. It is therefore of no purpose to discuss the use of knowledge: man wants to know and when he ceases to do so he is no longer man." These words, a quotation from -Fridtjof Nansen, say much about the new president-elect of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, who chose them. They suggest the meaning that Laurence McKinley Gould ascribes to man as a sentient, ever-struggling pursuer of knowledge and they reveal something of the nature of Gould himself because his great esteem of Nansen goes back to his own undergraduate years.
Nansen was a great Norwegian, distinguished as a scientist and scholar, an explorer of the North, and in his later years a statesman. Gould's interests have much in parallel: his scientific specialty is geology; he has been one of the leaders in Antarctic and Arctic field investigations; he has served the scientific community at home and abroad; and he has had a distinguished career as an educator and administrator.
At the age of 17, he left the Michigan farm where he was born and went to Boca Raton, Florida, to teach in a oneroom country school; his province ranged from kindergarten through the eighth grade. After 2 years, he went to the University of Michigan-not to study science but to take a pre-law curriculum, for he started out to be a lawyer. One of the amenities that came his way, while working as a freshman, was living in the house of the chairman His approach has been characterized by his wide-ranging and interdisciplinary interests not only in the sciences but also in the humanities. This is suggested even in the title of his inaugural address on assuming the presidency of Carleton College on 16 October 1945, "Science and the Other Humanities." In this address, as in almost every one since then (and speaking often is the common lot of college presidents), his thoughts reflect his commitment to the humanities as well as the sciences, and his words echo not only the discoveries of scientists and explorers but also the discoveries of poets and philosophers.
At Carleton he felt that his primary task was a commitment to excellence, and that excellence in college education stemmed from the quality of the faculty. To this end, he devoted his efforts to attracting dedicated faculty members whose competence and passion were fully engaged in their role as teachers and scholars. His concept of the role of research in the independent liberal arts college is of general interest, unfair though a single brief quotation may be:
I am not suggesting that research could or should have the same status in an undergraduate liberal arts college as it does in a graduate school. A liberal arts college is not something which has not become laige enough to be a university; the basic difference is not one of size. A liberal arts college is primarily a society of teachers. The emphasis should be at this point, and the major reasons for recognition and promotion should be based upon the quality of teaching. I hasten to add that for me it is axiomatic that whereas there are research scientists who may not be good teachers, I have not known a good teacher whose competence was not increased by participation in some kind of productive scholarship. I consider scholarship man's most rewarding occupation. Likewise, I believe it needs constant renewal through some kind of research activity; otherwise it dries up its own creative sources ["Symposium on Basic Research," AAAS Publ.
No. 56 (Washington, D.C., 1959)].
Gould has also had his fair share of practical, administrative problems that fall to the lot of leading scientists and educators. His scientific competence, his admin.' istrative ability, and his large fund of common sense have involved him in many committee activities. From 1951 to the present, he has served the National Academy of Sciences and the scientific community as a member of the United States National Committee for the International Geophysical Year, as a member of its executive committee, and as chairman of its Antarctic Committee. In the post-IGY period, the Academy appointed Gould chairman of the Committee on Polar Research, which deals with research problems in both polar regions. More broadly, Gould has served the scientific community and the nation as a member of the National Science Board of the National Science Foundation. He is also trustee of the Ford Foundation and is a member of its executive committee; in 1961 Gould made a 2-month trip around the world reviewing programs supported by the Ford Foundation in Indonesia, Burma, India, and Greece.
A score of honorary degrees have come his way from such institutions as Columbia University, the University of Notre Dame, University of Minnesota, University of Michigan, and Harvard University. Carleton College itself surprised him with his 20th honorary de- 
